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As I reflect on my time as President-Elect for the Ontario branch of the Canadian 
Institute of Public Health Inspectors (CIPHI), I am truly amazed by what our CIPHI 
colleagues in Ontario and across Canada have accomplished and their dedication to the 
profession.   In Ontario, we have seen the successful launch of the Continuing 
Professional Education Series, the restructuring of the Ontario Branch Executive, and 
the strengthening of our relationships with our Environmental Public Health partners.  At 
the national level, we have seen the formation of the Council of Professional 
Experience, the launch of the Continuing Professional Competencies (CPC) Program 
and the redesign/re-launch of the Membership Services Centre and the Environmental 
Health Review.        
 
The last three years has also seen amazing increases in CIPHI membership in Ontario 
and across Canada.   From 2009 to 2011 Ontario’s membership base increased by 
26%, and accounted for 43% of all CIPHI members.  A closer examination of the 
numbers also reveals an enormous increase in student and retiree engagement with a 
91% and 53% increase respectively.  
   
Table 1: Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspector Membership Data for Canada and the 
Ontario Branch for 2009 and 2011 

Ontario 

Membership Type 2009 2011 % change 

Regular Membership 451 567 20% 

Retired Membership 3 32 91% 

Student Membership 22 47 53% 

Total 476 646 26% 

    

Canada 

Membership Type 2009 2011 % change 

Regular Membership 1114 1322 16% 

Retired Membership 12 87 86% 

Student Membership 93 119 22% 

Total 1219 1528 20% 
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As I consider the accomplishments of previous Ontario branch presidents such as Mike 
Duncan, Adam Grant, Peter Heywood, and Ken Diplock I begin to get anxious.  How do 
I maintain the momentum they have created through their countless hours away from 
friends and family?   So much has been accomplished over that last 5 years to move 
CIPHI to this pivotal point in our organizations history. 
 
As we make plans to celebrate our centennial, our goal of a self-regulated profession is 
nearly in our grasp, yet there is still much that needs to be done and this paradigm shift 
is far from certain.    To realize this objective the strategic plans for the National 
Executive Council, Board of Certification, Council of Professional Experience, and the 
Provincial Branches must unify towards this common future. 
 
The future prosperity of the profession for too many years had rested on the shoulders 
of too few.     To realize our goal of a self-regulated profession we need to increase 
member engagement to ease the burden of those who have enthusiastically shoulder 
the responsibility of moving the profession forward.  By sharing the burden it ensures 
we will have the crucial momentum needed to cross the finish line.   
 
Over the next two years, membership engagement will be a pillar of my presidency.   To 
this end a membership engagement committee has already been established, which will 
report back to the executive this fall.    It is my goal to be able to provide members a 
variety of opportunities to enhance the profession, at various levels of commitment.    It 
is time for all members to do what they can to ensure we are able to grasp the future 
that so many of our colleagues have worked so long to make possible. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 

 
 
Cameron Weighill 
President Elect     
 

 
 


